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Foreword


e role of religion in peace and war is one of the most hotly debated issues of our time. Policy-makers, pundits, and 
peacemakers alike have struggled to understand the complex relationships between people across faith lines. Political con	icts 
that divide di�erent faith groups can grow into religious con	icts, while religious di�erences in one community can turn into 
political con	icts. And yet, in this turbulent atmosphere, there are also poignant examples of coexistence and goodwill among 
faith groups.  

To understand and inform the public debate on the important dynamic of faith relations, Gallup partnered with the Coexist 
Foundation to disseminate its proprietary, independent global public opinion research.1 �e Gallup Coexist Index 2009: A 
Global Study of Interfaith Relations is the �rst annual report on the state of faith relations in countries around the world. To 
measure the state of the relationship among faith groups within nations, Gallup designed an index that gauges the segment of 
the public that both contributes to and stands in the way of better faith relations.


e Gallup Center for Muslim Studies draws its analysis from data collected through the Gallup World Poll, an ongoing 
research project that surveys residents in more than 140 countries and areas and represents the views of 95% of the world�s 
population. 
is report also presents the latest �ndings about attitudes of European Muslims and their counterparts in the 
general population. 
is study is part of the Center�s e�ort to provide non-partisan, data-driven research and advice on the 
diversity and complexity of Muslim views around the world. 

Because the discussion about the relationship among faith groups is lively in Europe, especially with respect to religious and 
ethnic minorities, Gallup conducted deeper studies in three European nations � the United Kingdom, France, and Germany. 

is research helps inform the conversation on issues such as integration, identity, values, and radicalization. 

We would like to thank our Coexist partners for their invaluable support in the dissemination of the results of Gallup�s 
World Poll. In addition, we would like to acknowledge Gallup�s world-class senior scientists, researchers, writers, editors, and 
designers for making this report possible.

Dalia Mogahed 
Executive Director and Senior Analyst 

e Center for Muslim Studies

1	 To �nd out more about the partnership between Gallup and Coexist, please visit www.MuslimWestFacts.com
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Executive Summary

�e Gallup Coexist Index 2009: A Global Study of Interfaith 
Relations is Gallup�s �rst report of public perceptions vis-
à-vis people of di�erent faiths. 
is analysis provides the 
reader with insight into the state of relations between people 
of di�erent religions spanning four continents. 
e report 
also explores attitudes and perceptions among Muslims 
and the general public in France, Germany, and the United 
Kingdom about issues of coexistence, integration, values, 
identity, and radicalization.

Gallup Coexist Index


e Gallup Coexist Index is designed to measure global 
attitudes toward people from di�erent faith traditions. 

e Index is based on respondents� level of agreement 
with �ve statements on a scale of �1� (strongly disagree) 
to �5� (strongly agree) concerning attitudes toward, and 
interactions with, people of other religions. Depending 
on their answers, Gallup classi�es populations as isolated, 
tolerant, or integrated. 


e United States and Canada top the European countries 
surveyed in the proportion of their general public classi�ed 
as integrated. Within Europe, 35% of Britons and 38% of 
Germans are classi�ed as isolated, compared with 15% of 
Americans and 20% Canadians. 

Across African countries surveyed, Niger, Chad, and 
Djibouti have the highest proportions of respondents who 
can be classi�ed as isolated. 
e highest proportions of 
integrated respondents are found in Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
and Mauritania. Among Asian countries polled, Afghanistan 
and Israel had the highest percentages of isolated residents. 

In France, Germany, and the United Kingdom, Gallup 
Coexist Index data show some important trends. In each 
country, the general public is more likely than its respective 
Muslim population to be classi�ed as isolated. Little 
variation is found in the percentage of tolerant individuals 
across the European general populations surveyed (45% 

among the British public and 49% each among the French 
and German publics). But among European Muslims 
surveyed, the tolerant group spans a wider range, from 
31% in France to 43% in Germany and 60% in the United 
Kingdom.  

A detailed analysis of the items that make up the Gallup 
Coexist Index in these three countries reveals important 
information to help inform the integration debate. For 
instance, Muslims, regardless of the country surveyed, 
share similar positive attitudes regarding interfaith living. 
French, German, and British Muslims are more likely 
than the general publics in their respective countries to 
agree that most faiths make a positive contribution to 
society. Many of the poll �ndings highlight areas in which 
European Muslims and non-Muslim Europeans can engage 
one another in building communities based on mutual 
understanding and respect.

Public Perceptions Toward Integration


e racial, religious, and cultural landscape of Europe has 
never been so diverse. Such diversity is largely attributable 
to the immigration of individuals mainly from North and 
West Africa, the Indian subcontinent, and Turkey. 
e 
poll �ndings underscore not only the divides but also the 
common ground that exists between European Muslims 
and their non-Muslim fellow Europeans in regard to the 
complex aspects of the integration debate.

One of the key issues of the ongoing integration 
conversation concerns the compatibility of religion and 
national identity. While British, French, and German 
Muslims are more likely than the general populations in 
those three countries to identify strongly with their faith, 
they are also as likely (if not more likely) than the general 
public to identify strongly with their countries of residence. 
Additionally, majorities in France, Germany, and the United 
Kingdom either do not think Muslims in their respective 
countries are loyal to their countries of residence or they are 
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unsure. However, strong majorities of European Muslims 
surveyed think Muslims are loyal to their respective 
countries of residence in Europe. 


e poll �ndings also show that although European 
Muslims surveyed have a great sense of purpose, several 
barriers prevent them from realizing their full potential. 
Except for German Muslims, they are less likely than their 
respective general populations to say they have a job (either 
paid or unpaid). European Muslims surveyed are also less 
likely than the general populations surveyed to say they are 
satis�ed with their standards of living. 

Furthermore, some European Muslims rate their life 
satisfaction lower than those in the general population 
in their respective countries. Gallup asked European 
respondents to rate their current lives and their expectations 
of where they think they will stand in �ve years, using the 
Cantril ladder scale with steps numbered from 0 to 10. Step 
0 represents the worst possible life and step 10 represents 
the best possible life. Gallup classi�es respondents as 
�thriving� if they say they presently stand on step 7 or higher 
of the ladder and expect to stand on step 8 or higher in 
�ve years. �Su�ering� respondents are those who say they 
presently stand on steps 0 to 4 of the ladder and expect to 
stand on steps 0 to 4 in �ve years. Respondents who fall 
neither in the �thriving� nor the �su�ering� category are 
considered �struggling.� French Muslims are half as likely 
as the general public to be considered thriving, and in the 
United Kingdom, Muslims are eight times less likely than 
the British population as a whole to fall under the thriving 
category. Interestingly, German Muslims (46%) are more 
likely than the German public (36%) to be classi�ed as 
thriving. 

In the integration debate, observers often note that 
European Muslims and the general public have opposite 
moral compasses. Although the poll �ndings show that 
on many issues tested, European Muslims are more 

conservative in their moral views than the general public, the 
latter group expresses a wide range of opinions on the moral 
acceptability of issues from homosexuality to abortion to 
extramarital a�airs.

Further, the poll �ndings show the vast majority of 
European Muslims surveyed reject violence. For instance, 
while 1% of the German public said that violence in which 
civilians are the target was completely justi�ed, less than 
1% of Berlin Muslims said the same. Gallup also found 
that religiosity (de�ned as religion being an important 
part of daily life) is not a reliable indicator of radicalism. 
Respondents who say religion is important to them are just 
as likely as those who say religion is not important to report 
that attacks on civilians cannot be morally justi�ed.
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Section 1: 
e Gallup Coexist Index 2009 

Rhetoric from religious and anti-religion fanatics alike might lead many observers to believe that religious con	ict is 
inevitable. Yet, if the clamor of these vocal minorities is set aside, how do ordinary people feel about the state of religious 
coexistence in their own societies? Do people believe individuals of di�erent faiths contribute to or take away from the good 
of society? How much do general populations around the world want to engage with people of di�erent faiths? Do people 
feel respected by members of other faith traditions? Do they respect others who do not believe as they do?

Gallup�s Global Practice Leader for Faith Communities, Dr. Albert L. Winseman,2  developed the Religious Tolerance Index 
in 2002 with Gallup scientists Dr. Jim Harter and Julie Hawkins to measure Americans� attitudes toward religious faiths that 
are di�erent from their own. In 2008, Gallup renamed the instrument the Gallup Coexist Index and asked these questions 
around the world. 
e Index is based on respondents� level of agreement with the following �ve statements on a scale of �1� 
(strongly disagree) to �5� (strongly agree):

I always treat people of other religious faiths with respect. •
Most religious faiths make a positive contribution to society. •
I would not object to a person of a di�erent religious faith moving next door. •
People of other religions always treat me with respect. •
In the past year, I have learned something from someone of another religious faith. •

From the combination of their answers, Gallup classi�es populations as:

Isolated: Isolated individuals tend not to be members of any particular faith group, but if they are, they tend to believe in 
the truth of their perspective above all others. 
ey do not want to know about other religions. 
ey also neither respect 
nor feel respected by those of other faiths. 

Tolerant: Tolerant individuals have a �live-and-let-live� attitude toward people of other faiths, and they generally feel 
that they treat others of di�erent faiths with respect. However, they are not likely to learn from or about other religions. 

Integrated: Integrated individuals go beyond a �live-and-let-live� attitude and actively seek to know more about and 
learn from others of di�erent religious traditions. 
ey believe that most faiths make a positive contribution to society. 
Furthermore, integrated people not only feel they respect people from other faith traditions, but they also feel respected 
by them.  


e results of a 27-country survey, spanning four continents, follow with detailed comparisons for each region.

2	 Winseman leads Gallup�s research and consulting services that assist faith communities in helping their members become more engaged. He authored 
Growing an Engaged Church, which was written to help congregation leaders identify and harness the power of engagement in their churches. 
Winseman coauthored Living Your Strengths, which was written to help members of faith communities discover and use their talents and strengths in 
their congregations. Before joining Gallup, he was a pastor in the United Methodist Church for 15 years.
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Gallup Coexist Index: Europe, the United States, and Canada1a.	

Overall, populations in the United States and Canada are more likely to be considered integrated than are those Gallup 
surveyed in Europe. One of the possible explanations for such di�erences is the historical importance of immigration in 
the development of Canada and the United States as modern nations. People from di�erent cultures and religions have 
also migrated to European countries, but the role of immigrants in the establishment of modern European countries 
is far less pronounced. While immigrants to the United States and Canada are hard to pigeonhole into one religious 
tradition, in Europe, �immigrant� is virtually synonymous with �Muslim.�  Finally, the percentage of residents who say 
religion is important in their lives is much higher in Canada and the United States, especially among Americans, than 
it is in many European countries surveyed. Such di�erences may explain the gap among Canadian, American, and 
European general populations in the Gallup Coexist Index classi�cations.

Figure 1. Religion�s Importance
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Figure 2. Gallup Coexist Index 2009 � Europe, the United States, and Canada
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In the European countries surveyed, the Gallup Coexist Index shows that relatively high proportions of the British (35%) 
and German (38%) general populations are classi�ed as isolated in contrast with populations in the United States (15%) 
and Canada (20%) that fall under the same category. 

To better understand these classi�cations, it is useful to examine the mean scores of the individual items that make up the 
index. Of the European populations surveyed, the Dutch and the French are most likely to be open to having a neighbor 
of a di�erent faith, but the Dutch are among the least likely to agree that most religions make a positive contribution to 
society. 
e Dutch and the French are among the most likely to agree that they always treat people of other faiths with 
respect. At the same time, the Dutch are among the least likely to agree that they have learned something from people of 
other faiths in the past year.

Figure 3. Gallup Coexist Index Individual Item Mean Scores � Europe, the United States, and Canada

Using a 5-point scale, where �5� means strongly agree and �1� means strongly disagree, how much do you agree or 
disagree with the following statements? You may use any number between 1 and 5 to make your rating.

I always treat 
people of other 
religious faiths 
with respect.

Most religious 
faiths make 
a positive 

contribution 
to society.

I would not object 
to a person of a 

di�erent religious 
faith moving 

next door.

People of other 
religions always 
treat me with 

respect.

In the past year, 
I have learned 

something from 
someone of another 

religious faith.

Country Mean Mean Mean Mean Mean
Germany 4.5 3.3 4.3 3.6 2.5
Netherlands 4.7 2.9 4.7 4.0 2.7
United Kingdom 4.5 3.5 4.2 3.7 3.0
France 4.7 3.3 4.5 4.0 3.0
Italy 4.6 3.6 4.2 4.3 2.8
Belgium 4.6 3.3 4.3 4.1 3.1
Norway 4.4 3.0 4.4 4.4 3.4
Canada 4.6 3.6 4.6 4.0 3.5
United States 4.7 3.9 4.7 3.9 3.6
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Gallup Coexist Index: Africa 1b.	

Across African countries surveyed, Niger (42%), Chad (44%), and Djibouti (44%) have the highest proportions of 
respondents who can be classi�ed as isolated. 
is is in sharp contrast to the low percentages in Senegal (12%), Sierra 
Leone (12%), and South Africa (17%). Sierra Leone may be the most surprising member of this group considering 
its civil war that raged for a decade, but the con	ict was fought more over economics than religion. In South Africa, 
apartheid ended only in the early 1990s, but again, this national con	ict fell along racial rather than religious lines. In 
many cases, national populations in which substantial percentages are considered integrated have governments that 
actively promote religious tolerance, recognize multiple religious traditions in o�cial holidays and national celebrations, 
and enshrine religious freedom in the constitution, like in Senegal.

Figure 4. Gallup Coexist Index 2009 � Africa
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Mauritania also presents an interesting case, as its population is overwhelmingly Muslim. However, such religious 
homogeneity does not mean that Mauritanians reject dialogue and positive interactions with people from other faiths; 
many in Mauritania believe most faiths enrich society, with a mean score of 4.2 on the �most religious faiths make a 
positive contribution� item. However, it is interesting to note that while scoring relatively high on most measures that 
make up the index, Mauritanians score relatively low on the item about learning something new about another faith. 
is 
makes sense because of the relative religious homogeneity of the country. Although a plurality (44%) of the country�s 
residents are classi�ed as integrated, 28% of the general population is classi�ed as isolated and an equal percentage falls 
under the tolerant category. Such �ndings suggest that although more Mauritanians fall into the integrated category, a 
signi�cant proportion of the population appears less open to people of di�erent faiths.

Respondents in Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Africa, and Burkina Faso are the most likely to agree with most of the 
items that make up the Gallup Coexist Index. At the other end of the spectrum, populations in Chad, Djibouti, and 
Niger are the least likely of the African populations surveyed to be positive about coexistence.
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Figure 5. Gallup Coexist Index Individual Item Mean Scores � Africa

Using a 5-point scale, where �5� means strongly agree and �1� means strongly disagree, how much do you agree or 
disagree with the following statements? You may use any number between 1 and 5 to make your rating.

I always treat 
people of other 
religious faiths 
with respect.

Most religious 
faiths make 
a positive 

contribution 
to society.

I would not object 
to a person of a 

di�erent religious 
faith moving 

next door.

People of other 
religions always 
treat me with 

respect.

In the past year, 
I have learned 

something from 
someone of another 

religious faith.

Country Mean Mean Mean Mean Mean
Chad 4.3 3.9 3.4 3.7 3.7
Djibouti 4.4 3.6 3.7 3.6 3.4
Niger 4.4 3.7 3.8 3.7 2.7
Mali 4.5 4.2 4.2 4.1 3.6
Tanzania 4.5 4.1 4.2 3.8 3.7
Ethiopia 4.6 4.2 4.2 3.9 3.5
Burkina Faso 4.7 4.3 4.5 4.2 3.2
South Africa 4.7 4.3 4.2 4.0 4.0
Mauritania 4.6 4.2 4.2 4.0 3.0
Senegal 4.8 4.5 4.5 4.3 3.5
Sierra Leone 4.7 4.6 4.4 4.5 4.2

Gallup Coexist Index: Asia 1c.	

Majorities in Afghanistan (84%) and Israel (71%) are classi�ed as isolated. Although Afghanistan is overwhelmingly 
Muslim, decades of civil war fought along ethnic and sectarian lines help to explain the large majority of Afghans 
considered isolated. 
is suggests that civil strife alone is not enough to create religious isolation, but that this con	ict 
must be along religious or sectarian lines. Today, Afghans still endure multiple military and paramilitary con	icts that 
may restrict their ability to explore and engage with people from di�erent backgrounds. 


e ongoing Israeli-Palestinian con	ict, which divides Jewish Israelis and Muslim and Christian Palestinians, is often 
framed in deep religious undertones. Within Israel, relations between the Jewish majority and the Arab Muslim and 
Christian Israeli minority have been tense. Relations have worsened in recent months because of Israel�s war on Gaza and 
a parliamentary election favoring anti-Arab right-wing parties, including Yisrael Beiteinu, which has called for revoking 
the citizenship of Arabs deemed disloyal to Israel.3  
e popularity of these parties suggests a growing distrust of Arab 
Israelis by many of their Jewish counterparts. Israelis are the least likely of the populations surveyed in the region to 
report they always treat members of other faiths with respect and are among the least likely to feel they are respected by 
others. 
ey are also the least likely to agree that most religious faiths make a positive contribution to society. With the 
exception of Arabs in Israel, the timing of the �eldwork did not make possible the polling of other Arab respondents. 

ey will be polled during the next wave and the �ndings will be published in next year�s report. 

3	 Scheiner, S. (March 24, 2009). Jewish extremist march provokes clash with Arabs. Associated Press. 
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Somewhat surprisingly, Pakistan 
and India, with di�erent religious 
compositions, have similar 
proportions of integrated respondents, 
22% and 21%, respectively. However, 
more Pakistanis (34%) than Indians 
(17%) can be classi�ed as isolated.

Among Asian populations surveyed, 
Malaysians are among the most likely 
to agree that most religions make 
positive contributions to society, while 
Indians are the most likely to agree 
that they always treat people of other 
faiths with respect and that people of 
other religions always treat them with 
respect. 

Figure 7. Gallup Coexist Index Individual Item Mean Scores � Asia

Using a 5-point scale, where �5� means strongly agree and �1� means strongly disagree, how much do you agree or 
disagree with the following statements? You may use any number between 1 and 5 to make your rating.

I always treat 
people of other 
religious faiths 
with respect.

Most religious 
faiths make 
a positive 

contribution 
to society.

I would not object 
to a person of a 

di�erent religious 
faith moving 

next door.

People of other 
religions always 
treat me with 

respect.

In the past year, 
I have learned 

something from 
someone of another 

religious faith.

Country Mean Mean Mean Mean Mean
Afghanistan 3.4 3.1 2.3 2.8 1.5
Israel 3.2 2.8 3.1 2.9 2.4
Bangladesh 4.4 4.1 4.2 3.9 2.3
Malaysia 4.2 4.2 3.8 4.0 3.1
India 4.5 4.1 4.0 4.2 3.3
Pakistan 4.1 3.6 3.9 3.8 3.0

Gallup Coexist Index: French, German, and British general publics, and respective Muslim populations1d.	


e comparative analysis of the Gallup Coexist Index between French, German, and British Muslims and their respective 
public populations is particularly relevant to the debate. In each country, the general public is more likely than its Muslim 
population to be considered isolated. 
is pattern ranges from relatively small di�erences in the United Kingdom (35% 
among the general public versus 30% among British Muslims) to more pronounced di�erences in Germany (38% among 
the general public versus 22% among German Muslims). 

Figure 6. Gallup Coexist Index 2009 � Asia
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Similar percentages of the French, German, and British general populations can be classi�ed tolerant. But there is more 
spread in the proportions of European Muslims surveyed that fall under the tolerant classi�cation. French Muslims have 
the highest percentage of integrated respondents (46%), while British Muslims have the lowest (10%). German Muslims 
fall between these two extremes, with 35% considered integrated. 
e poll �ndings suggest that opportunities exist for 
these populations to engage each other productively, but the sizable proportions of the populations classi�ed as isolated 
show that interfaith dialogue will require signi�cant e�orts from all concerned parties. 

When analyzing data at the 
individual index item level, the 
most striking di�erences that exist 
between European Muslims and 
their respective general populations 
focus on the likely impact that faiths 
have on society. French, German, 
and British Muslims are more likely 
than the general public in the three 
countries surveyed to agree that most 
faiths make a positive contribution to 
society. As religion is less important 
for the French, German, and British 
general populations than it is for 
European Muslims surveyed, perhaps 
it explains why the general publics are 
less likely to view religion as making 
positive contributions.

Treating people of other faiths with 
respect elicits the highest ratings 
across all three general populations, 
re	ecting European publics� self-
perception as accepting. At the same 
time, the lowest two items across the 
board among the general populations 
are those having to do with religious 
groups making positive contributions 
and learning from another religious 
tradition. As is re	ected by their 
relatively high segment classi�ed 
as �tolerant,� our data suggest the 
European publics surveyed generally 
adopt a �live-and-let-live� approach 

Figure 9. Religion�s Importance Among the French, Germans, and Britons
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Figure 8. Gallup Coexist Index: French, German, and British General 
Publics, Respective Muslim Populations
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to those of other faiths, seeing themselves as respectful of those di�erent from them, but less likely to see religious 
diversity as an asset.

Among European Muslims surveyed, the picture is more varied. French Muslims, in contrast to the French public, are 
more likely to agree that most faiths make positive contributions to society than with any other item in the survey, while 
German Muslims are most likely to agree that they would not object to a neighbor of another faith. British Muslims are 
more likely to agree that they respect other faiths than with any other statement in the index, though they are slightly less 
likely than the British public to express this view.  

Some observers have made great e�orts to draw generalizations about European Muslims. But these voices have often 
glossed over historical, cultural, and socioeconomic di�erences among European nations and how such di�erences have 
a�ected the immigrant experience in each country.

Figure 10. Gallup Coexist Index 2009 Individual Item Mean Scores  � France
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Figure 11. Gallup Coexist Index 2009 Individual Item Mean Scores  � Germany
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Figure 12. Gallup Coexist Index 2009 Individual Item Mean Scores � United Kingdom
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Each European country has charted its own course in de�ning national pluralism and the extent to which immigrants 
can contribute to national identity. With policies as diverse as assimilation in France, multiculturalism in the United 
Kingdom, and segregation in Germany, one cannot and should not expect the social project of each nation to produce 
similar outcomes across the continent. 

Each of these approaches has presented its own successes and failures, creating unique nation-speci�c attitudes and 
understandings on the part of their immigrant communities with regard to their role and degree of acceptance by their 
fellow countrymen and women. 
e following section of the report analyzes crucial aspects that are at the core of the 
Gallup Coexist Index to ascertain how interfaith dialogue and integration issues can be framed in productive ways.
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Section 2: Public Perceptions Toward Integration 


e cultural fabric of many European countries has never looked so diverse. For more than half a century, people from former 
European colonies have migrated to Europe, greatly contributing to the continent�s current racial, religious, and cultural 
diversity. But this migration phenomenon has also sparked an intense debate about the integration of Muslim populations in 
Europe. 

It is also important to note that European Muslims are not a monolithic group. Much socioeconomic, ethnic, cultural, 
and even theological diversity exists across European Muslim populations. Gallup �ndings from polls conducted in 2008 
underscore not only the divides but also the common denominators that exist between European Muslims and their non-
Muslim fellow Europeans.

Must national identity be monochromatic?2a.	

One of the key features of the 
integration debate revolves around the 
compatibility of religion and national 
identity. It is often assumed that in 
a modern, secular Europe, a strong 
religious identity is anachronistic 
and presents a daunting obstacle 
for the full integration of European 
Muslims. Gallup �ndings show 
that the perception that religious 
�otherness� represents a threat is a 
minority view across all populations 
surveyed. However, the general publics 
(especially in the United Kingdom) are 
at least slightly more likely than their 
Muslim counterparts to think that 
people with di�erent religious practices 
from theirs threaten their way of life. 

Further, British, French, and German 
Muslims are more likely than the 
general populations in those three 
countries to identify strongly with their 
faith, but Muslims surveyed are also 
as likely (if not more likely) than the 
general public to identify strongly with 
their countries of residence.

Figure 13. Di�erent Religious Practices 
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Figure 14. Identi�cation With Country, Religion
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Because religious identities are not personally relevant for many Europeans in these countries, it may be harder to 
understand this dimension in others. It is possible that for some Europeans, an identity that extends beyond citizenship 
may foster ambiguous allegiances. 
is interpretation may help explain why many among the general publics of France, 
Germany, and the United Kingdom either do not think Muslims are loyal to their countries of residence or are unsure 
about their loyalty.


irty-�ve percent of French 
respondents do not think French 
Muslims are loyal to France and 
21% say they don�t know or refused 
to answer. 

Among the German and British 
publics, the percentages who do 
not think Muslim residents in 
their respective countries are loyal 
is even higher. Nearly half of 
British (49%) and German (45%) 
respondents say Muslims in their 
countries are not loyal and roughly 
one in six respondents say they do 
not know or refused to answer.


is is in striking contrast to the strong majorities among French, German, and British Muslims who think that Muslims 
are loyal to their respective countries of residence. 

Common ground for integration2b.	


e integration of European Muslims is often framed as a secular-religious debate. In other words, some perceive it is 
Muslims� religiosity that prevents them from becoming fully integrated into European societies.4  Poll �ndings show 
European Muslims and the general public in the three countries surveyed have divergent views on the public display of 
one�s religiosity. 

When asked about the meaning of integration, the general public (especially in the United Kingdom) is far more likely 
than European Muslims surveyed to think it is necessary to tone down one�s level of religious observance so that it does 
not stand out from the majority. Forty-two percent of British respondents versus 13% of British Muslims think that 
being less expressive about one�s religion is necessary for integration. In France, 40% of the general public and 20% of 
French Muslims say the same, while in Germany, 30% of the general public and 18% of Muslims think toning down 
one�s level of religious observance is necessary for integration.

4	  Mogahed, D. and Nyiri, Z. (Summer 2007). Muslims in the West. Harvard International Review. Volume 29.

Figure 15. Loyalty to Country
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Now thinking speci�cally about Muslims, do you think 
each of the following applies or does not apply?

Muslims living in THIS COUNTRY are loyal to this country
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